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Dear Members / Professionals / Friends / Readers,
Welcome to the sixth quarterly issue of our institute’s newsletter and at the time of writing this up, the overall economy of Hong Kong has continued to show improvements though there are now concerns for the apparently overheated economy in Mainland China and the administrative measures intended to cool it. Likewise, there are also worries on the USA interest rate trends, which many expect to go up eventually, thus impacting its real estate markets, which in turn may dampen the consumption now accounting for almost 70% of its GDP. Facility managers may wish to review their portfolio strategy given such uncertainties. 
In this issue, we are very glad to have / have found the following technical article in the web:

1. A Message from our new President Mr. Frankie So 
Dear Fellow Members,
The economy of Hong Kong has gradually been recovering since 2003, benefiting from the global rapid economic growth. It is good to see smiling faces again.

Although there was fear that SARS would come again, owing to caution taken by all, SARS has not been able to make it back this year and hopefully will not forever.

We held an exhibition booth in Shanghai in January this year. This gave an opportunity to promote our profession in China. Furthermore, I attended the Congregation of University of Central Lancashire on 26.2.2004. It was glad to know that there were about 80 graduates in Facilities Management. This shows that the facility management market has been constantly expanding.

Influenced by possible bird’s flue and SARS, all events have been slowed down. The PSDAS conferences have been postponed from April to June. Hope this will not affect the interests of our members. This time, we are able to invite renowned speakers worldwide. We can obviously get invaluable experience from the speakers. Members are strongly urged to participate.

On the other hand, we will organize a series of leisure events in the near future so that our members can take a rest and enjoy. In this hectic working environment, we should have a break and recharge ourselves to face the new everyday challenges.

We are also going to organize, once again, the FAME award this year. Our Director of Corporate Affairs is leading a working group to work out the details. Announcement will be made soon.

We will participate in the Asian Building Technologies 2004 organized by the HK Exhibition Services Ltd to be held on 15-18 June this year. This will be a good opportunity to promote our profession to the public. Any members who can contribute their valuable time to assist this function are most welcome to contact our Administration Officer (Ms Annie Luk at 25370456). I count on your continuous support.

Lastly, I am pleased to announce that the number of our members has exceeded four hundred. This is very encouraging and shows that the recognition of the Institute has been ever growing. 

Frankie So

Chairman

HKIFM
2. Our Vice President Mr. Kenneth Chan has compiled a Trends survey with help from the students of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University revealing the 5 major issues that have an impact on the facility manager’s effort. Interested parties please click http://www.hkifm.org.hk/doc/2004_04_trends_survey.PDF 
We have spotted 3 articles on indoor air quality: 
http://www.facilitymanagement.com/articles/artiaq3.html
Indoor air quality in existing facilities
http://www.facilitymanagement.com/articles/artiaq4.html
Indoor air quality: filtering out the facts
http://www.facilitymanagement.com/articles/artiaq2.html
Improving your school’s indoor air quality: profitably

3. 


Announcements:
Inheriting the success of last year, the HKIFM FAME Award 2004 will be launched in the coming summer. The awards will be categorized into Corporate Award (FAME Award of the year 2004 – Overall Winner) and Facility Awards, which include Best Managed Facility Award 2004 for each of the uses: Residential, Office, Shopping Arcade. Invitation for application will be announced through various media in May/June. This will be good promotion for FM and the institute within the profession as well as for the general public.
EXPO REAL CHINA 2004 is being / has been held on 21 - 23 April 2004 at Shanghai New International Expo Centre. Interested members please click here for more information.

Reminder = The 6th International Showcase for Building Automation and Management Systems Featuring: Asian Facilities Management and HVAC & R Show (Asian Building Technologies 2004) will be held concurrently from 15-18 June 2004 at the Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre. For details, please visit http://www.hkifm.org.hk/doc/Asian%20Building%20Technologies%202004.PDF.







Recent Events:
The Department of Real Estate and Construction of the University of Hong Kong have held 2 seminars on Latest Technologies in Managing Facilities on 28 February and 6 March 2004. For details, please click here.
Business Environment Council had conducted a seminar on Sustainable Facility Management to be held on 5 March 2004 at Jockey Club Environmental Building at Kowloon Tong.
A workshop entitled Aware the Problems in Plumbing Systems was held by the Hong Kong Institution of Plumbing and Drainage on 13 March 2004 at Hong Kong Institute of Vocational Education at Wan Chai.
Division of Building Science and Technology of the City University of Hong Kong organized a CPD seminar on Future Directions in Integrated Building Management and Maintenance on 20 March 2004.  Please click here for more details. 






Useful Web Resources:
This is a new section through which we seek to introduce members and readers to potentially useful and / or interesting web resource including websites and webpages. Members and readers are also encouraged to submit such resource for our consideration. In this issue, we have found:
www.facilitymanagement.com
This website offers resources on facility management including articles, products, magazines etc. It is also where some of our spotted articles originate. 
http://names.mongabay.com/most_common_surnames.htm
This site contains the most common surnames in the USA with rankings and percentages. This can be handy when you are not quite sure of the spellings after a phone conversation with the person / people too. 
The Lighter Side:
This is another new section through which we would share a few jokes or light-hearted stories that we come across via the web from time to time with members and readers. Members and readers are again encouraged to submit such resource for our consideration. The difference between men and women:
One night a woman found her husband standing over their newborn baby's crib. 

Silently she watched him. As he stood looking down at the sleeping infant, she saw on his face a mixture of emotions: disbelief, doubt, delight, amazement, enchantment, skepticism. 

Touched by his unusual display of deep emotions, she felt her eyes grow moist. She slipped her arms around her husband. 

"A penny for your thoughts," she lovingly whispered in his ear. 

"It's amazing!" he replied. "I just can't see how anybody can make a crib like that for only $49.95!" (Editor’s note = aside from China, that is). 

Abstracted from joke-of-the-day.com







We hope you would enjoy the above and we would certainly look forward to receiving content and article contribution from members. We would also welcome any suggestions or comments that you may have. Thank you.

Best regards,
For and On behalf of the Editorial Team / HKIFM,

Stephen Chung
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_________________________________________________________________________
Notes: The HKIFM and / or the relevant authors or publishers reserve the copyrights of such content including but not limited to articles, analyses, charts, graphics, and the like contained herein. No unauthorized copying, distribution, or publication is to be carried out unless prior, proper, and written approval has been sought from us or the relevant authors or publishers. Content contained herein may or may not reflect the opinion of the HKIFM or its members at large.  












