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URGENT CALL !!!

Forum on

Facility and Drainage Improvements due to SARS

Jointly organized by

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors (HKIS) &

The Hong Kong Institute of Facility Management (HKIFM)

Date:
25 April 2003 (Friday)

Time:
2.00pm to 4.00pm

Venue:
Wei Hing Theatre, 6/F. Amenities Building, 

City University of Hong Kong, Kowloon Tong

Cost:
FREE (first come first serve)
Note:
It is a requirement that all participants must bring along and wear face mask during the forum

Objectives of the Forum

1. Identify typical deficient examples of above ground drainage installations commonly found in H.K.; 

2. Explore the viable immediate actions to safeguard health and hygiene of occupants in various types of buildings in H.K.; and

3. Examine possible improvements to existing buildings and new buildings in the future in aspects of design and facility management.

Background


The main findings of the investigations on the outbreak of SARS at Amoy Gardens, Kowloon Bay, Hong Kong released on 17 April 2003 (http://www.info.gov.hk/info/ap/pdf/amoy_e.pdf) implied the following 3 major areas for improvement:

1. Occupants: enhance public awareness and education on personal hygiene and promote routine checking and maintenance which can be carried out by the occupants;

2. Property/Facility management: enhance quality of property and facility management in cleaning, inspection, unauthorized alterations and maintenance; and

3. Design and regulations: enhance quality of drainage design, use of materials, workmanship and regulations relating to drainage systems and ventilation within light wells and re-entrants.


You are invited to share your views on the following:

Immediate Actions

· Step up inspection and prosecution of defective drains.

· Members of HKIS and HKIFM available to offer help in attending forums for I.O.s and district groups.

· Consultants to help inspection of drainage and give advice to owners.

· The use of high pressure jets to cleanse the existing pipe work.

· The use of chlorine tablets in the main flushing water tanks.

Drainage Design

· The use of two pipe system, where space allows.

· Effective design of floor drains in toilets and kitchens.

· Test certificate required for pipe materials and fittings.

· A licensed /registered drainage contractor system.

· Use of qualified professionals to supervise alteration works.

· Use of a master trap for all waste fittings in a flat.

· Effectiveness and maintenance of anti-siphonage traps.

Layout Design and Use of Proper Pipe Fittings

· Pipe on external walls, concealed within pipe ducts, within light wells?

· Provision of larger windows in toilets.

· Sizes of re-entrants and light wells.

· Cross ventilation within habitable rooms.

· S-pipe trap instead of bottle trap on external walls

Facility Management

· Comprehensive property register

· Enhanced communications

· Crisis planning and management in case of emergency.

· A Code of Practice for Health and Hygiene in Built Facility.
Location Plan

Wei Hing Theatre

6/F Amenities Building,

City University of Hong Kong

Kowloon Tong
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Main Entrance from Festival Walk [MTR/ KCR]
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