At present, there is no official announcement regarding the need/effectiveness for adding sterilizing chemical, such as adding chlorine tablet and bleach detergent, to chlorinate the flushing water for the purpose of preventing the spread of Atypical Pneumonia via the foul water disposal system.     

1. Our preliminary study on the use of chlorine tablets and bleach detergent in flushing water reveals the following:

A. According to the Water Supplies Department, a small trace of chlorine (approximately 1ppm, i.e. 1 part per million) has already been added into the seawater to exhibit the bactericidal activity before the seawater is supplied for flushing.  Chlorination by extra chlorine tablets will increase the chlorine content of the flushing water, up to say 40ppm depending on the amount added.  
B. Chlorinated flushing water is more corrosive towards the galvanized mild steel and copper component of the sanitary fitting.  
(An increase in the chlorine content in the water to 5ppm may enhance the degree of corrosion on the above-mentioned metal from mild tarnishing to moderate tarnishing after a 100 hours’ immersion.)
C. Occupant may be allergic to the small trace of chlorine released from the chlorinated flushing water in the bowl of the water closet.
D. Increase the chlorine content in flushing water will kill the microorganism for the biological process of the sewage treatment plant.   Thus, no chlorination of flushing water would be allowed for the buildings having sewage treatment plant.
2. Should chlorination of the flushing water is requested, the followings are recommended:

A. Chlorine tablets should not be added directly to the flushing water tank of the building.  They could be make available in the management office, if necessary, and be added by individual occupant to their own flushing cistern at their own discretion to avoid claims for damages on the following grounds:
I. Occupant may be allergic to the small trace of chlorine released from the chlorinated flushing water inside the bowl of the water closet.
II. There is an increase in rate of corrosion to the ferrous component of the sanitary fittings.
B. Advance notice regarding the followings to the occupants should be given before chlorination of flushing water is implemented.
I. Chlorination of flushing water will be carried out only at each occupant’s flushing cistern at their own discretion, instead of the flushing water tank for the building. Occupant should consider the increased rate of corrosion to their sanitary fitting by the chlorinated flushing water.

II. At present, there is no official announcement regarding the effectiveness of chlorinated flushing water in preventing the spread of Atypical Pneumonia via the foul water disposal system.  The use of chlorinated flushing water does not relieve the need for immediate rectification of any choked drainpipe or bubbling in water closet. 
III. Good ventilation should be maintained to exhaust the small trace of chlorine released from the chlorinated flushing water in the bowl of the water closet.  Stop chlorinating the flushing water if any occupant do have respiratory allergy or whenever they feel uncomfortable.
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